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Turkey’s “Asia Anew Initiative”

Ahmet Faruk ISIK(GEFEDR)
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urkey’s “Asia Anew Initiative “ was officially ~ dialogues. ?

declared in August by Foreign Minister Mevlit

Cavusoglu at the 11th Turkish Ambassadors'
Conference. During the meeting, Foreign Minister
Mevlit Cavusoglu mentioned Turkey’s historical
ties with the region and current cooperation as well
as future possibilities between Turkey and Asian
countries. Foreign Minister Mevlit Cavusoglu said
that “We see that the power of economy is heading
from the West to the East and Asia has started to
emerge as the center of power”.! Through this
initiative, Turkey wants to build its ties with Asian
countries and build new ties. Since Turkey had been
an economic crisis in recent years, Turkey wants to
discover new markets to recover its economy and
increase its export rate. To make the initiative long
term, the Turkish government may expand the
content of the initiative such as people to people
relations, education, Direct

military, Foreign

Investments (FDI) and government to government

Foreign Minister Cavusoglu also emphasized
that “Turkey will assume the Chairmanship of
2019-2020 the Asia Cooperation Dialogue in
2019.«¢ Mevlit
Cavusoglu described the ultimate goal of the “Asia

September Foreign  Minister
Anew Initiative “ as “Our goal is to reinforce the
unifying position between Europe and Asia, Turkey
is contributing to our sustainable development and
our progress as a knowledgeable society.”® Once
again, that shows how Turkey willing to play a

more active role in the region.

Moreover, Turkey sees the “Asia Anew
Initiative* as a new diplomatic tool that Turkey
makes new friends. As Foreign Minister Mevlt
Cavusoglu said “We need to be strong in the field
and we need to be strong at the table. If we are
strong in the field, we can achieve our goal in trade,
investment and in our internal relations. But we

must conserve our gains, achieved in the field, at
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the table also™®

This new devolvement caused a ‘false
perception’ on some Turkish politicians, academia
and the Turkish public. Moreover, many foreign
experts discuss whether Turkey has "axis shift".
Foreign Minister Cavusoglu said that Turkey is the
axis itself. “Now our Western friends will start
complaining again saying, 'What's going on? Is it an
axis shift in your foreign policy? Has Turkey turned
its back to Europe and faced to another place? Then
let me ask you this: 'Do you shift the axis of your
foreign policy when you go there [Asia]? Why does it

become an axis change when Turkey goes there?” 8

Overall, Turkey as a Eurasian country with his
western identity; being a member of NATO, close
ties with European Union countries and eastern
identity may help Turkey to deepen its political and
economic relations with Asian countries. For
example, as an active supporter of the ‘Belt and
Road’ Initiative (BRI) Turkey has already built
close ties with China. Also, last year Turkey opened
its embassy in Laos.” Turkish Ambassador to Laos
Ahmet Idem Akay said that "The importance
Turkey attaches on Asia and the Asia Anew vision
announced during this year's Ambassadors
Conference will help ASEAN region to be known
better,"® That’s quite possible that Turkey’s new
initiative will help Turkey to extend its trade

relations with Taiwan.
(G
1. “Foreign Minister Mevliit Cavusoglu officially

announced ‘Asia Anew’ Initiative” 5 August

2019, Yenisafak,

https://www.yenisafak.com/

dunya/yeniden-asya-acilimi-3501093

2. “Foreign Minister Mevliit Cavusoglu officially
announced ‘Asia Anew’ Initiative” 5 August
2019, Yenisafak, https://www.yenisafak.com/dun
yalyeniden-asya-acilimi-3501093

3. “We are declaring Asia Anew Initiative” ,
Haberturk, 6 August 2019, https://www.haberturk.
com/cavusoglu-yeniden-asya-acilimini-ilan-ediy
oruz-2510929

4. “We are declaring Asia Anew Initiative” ,
Haberturk, 6 August 2019, https://www.haber
turk.com/cavusoglu-yeniden-asya-acilimini-ilan-
ediyoruz-2510929

5. “We are declaring Asia Anew Initiative” ,
Haberturk, 6 August 2019, https://www.haber
turk.com/cavusoglu-yeniden-asya-acilimini-ilan-
ediyoruz-2510929

6. “Turkey launches 'Asia Anew' initiative in
diplomacy”, Daily Sabah, 6 August 2019,
https://www.dailysabah.com/diplomacy/2019/08/
06/turkey-launches-asia-anew-initiative-in-diplo
macy

7. Diyar Guldogan, “Laos welcomes opening of
Turkish Embassy, says envoy”, Anadolu Agency,
7 December 2018, https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-
pacific/laos-welcomes-opening-of-turkish-embas
sy-says-envoy/1304804

8. Sibel Ugurlu, “Turkey's Asia Anew initiative to
promote ASEAN region”, Anadolu Agency, 11
2019,
pacific/turkeys-asia-anew-initiative-to-promote-a
sean-region/1555123'B]-

August https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-




B HEEANESREESE
4 P EEREEEH

2, T A:
a s -
RBEHE -
AHEHE -

R=iC
F iR
A BRECP
HER  HitE






