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China Iragi Kurdish Relations

sEBESE ( Ahmet Faruk ISIK )
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s known, the Chinese government always
emphasizes its non-intervention foreign policy.
‘The

Peaceful Coexistence’ policy. That contains;

China follows Five Principles of

* Mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity( A fHBLE T REFISH 50 58),
* Mutual non-aggression(G R~ {Z0),
* Non-interference in each other's
affairs(G. R~ T HNE),
* Equality and mutual benefit(*-5£ 5 F1)),
* Peaceful coexistence(F1ZdtE).!
One of the main reasons is that China wants to

internal

prevent itself from those five situations.

China’s relation with Iraqi Kurdish Regional
Government contains some question marks for
China’s ‘The Five

Coexistence’ policy as well as raises concerns in the

Principles of Peaceful

regional countries like Turkey, Syria, and Iran. First

of all, China and Iraq have significant relations on

energy and military trade. Especially, during
Saddam Hussein’s regime, China sold a huge
amount of military equipment to Iraq.? For example,
to Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI) research, “Chinese sales
to Irag during 1980-1983, approximately 2500
tanks, 130 fighter aircraft, 650 armored personnel

carriers, and 100 towed multiple rocket launchers.®

according

According to Oil Ministry spokesman Assim Jihad,
Former leader of lrag Saddam Hussein provided
"security guarantees" for China National Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC). Iraq signed at least $3 billion
worth of contract with China.* That shows how
China and Iraq are used to have very close ties.
After the Iraq War, Iraq became of the biggest
oil producers in the world. Especially, Iraqi Kurdish
Regional Government has been playing an
important role in oil production. According to
Middle East expert from the US National Defense
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University Denise Natali, “The Chinese are the
biggest beneficiary of this post-Saddam oil boom in
Irag™ Iragi Kurdish Regional Government has
closer economic ties than the central government.
So two sides benefit from these relations; China can
purchase the cheaper and bigger number of oil and
the Kurdish side can dominate the central
government and build closer relations with one of
the United Nations Security Council Member.
According to Samuel Ramani, “Chinese energy
giant Sinopec’s $8.27 billion purchase of Addax, a
Swiss-Canadian oil company with extensive
investments in lIraqi Kurdistan, in 2009 was the
most striking example of Beijing’s increased
willingness to assert its economic influence in Iraqi
Kurdistan.”®

Iragi Kurdish Regional Government holds a
referendum on 25 September 2017. Result of the
92.73  %‘yes’ to the
Although China holds close

relations ties, due to its The Five Principles of

referendum  was

independences.’

Peaceful Coexistence’ policy, China didn’t welcome
the referendum. As mentioned above, China’s main
concern is that this kind of independent movement
may spark similar movements or cause an impact
the Chinese
government did not support the result of the

on Chinese society. Therefore,
referendum. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Lu Kang said that “The Chinese government
supports Iraq’s sovereignty, unity and territorial
integrity,” which is matched with China’s ‘Peaceful
Coexistence’ policy.®

However, the relations with Iragi Kurdish
Regional Government and the region is vital for
China. Although China was against the referendum,

China keep develops its ties with the Kurdish

regime. To extend soft power and understanding the
region, China opened the first Chinese Language
Department in Erbil, which is the capital and largest
most populated city of the Iragi Kurdish Regional
Government.® It shows that China gives more
importance to the Kurdish Region. Moreover, many
direct official visits happen between the two sides.
After the visit of China's Consul General in Erbil,
Ni Ruchi to the president of the Kurdistan Region
Nechirvan Barzani, the Kurdish side showed their
willingness to enhance cooperation with China in
the fields of economy, trade, industry, culture, and
education.’ Iragi Kurdish Regional Government
also spends effort on diplomatic ties. Head of
Department of Foreign Relations for Iragi Kurdish
Regional Government Falah Mustafa Bakir visited
Vice Foreign Minister Zhang Ming in 2019. Falah
Mustafa Bakir also visited academic institutions in
China; such as The Middle East Studies Institute
(MESI) of Studies
University.'! Additionally, the Kurdish language is

Shanghai  International
already teaching in several Universities like Beijing
Foreign Studies University, Peking University.1? 1314

So, it’s possible to see more development
between the two sides in many fields. Due to the
special position of the Iragi Kurdish Region, China
is being careful with its steps. The Iragi Kurdish
Region with its rich natural resources is an
important place for China’s development. On the
other hand, China is willing to cooperate with
regional countries like Turkey, Iran, and Syria.
Closer ties with the Kurdish region may bring
difficulties to China’s relation with those regional
countries. But more active Kurdish movements in
the region may lead China to watch Kurdish closer.
Iragi Kurdish Regional Government is the only
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official address to do Kurdish Studies.
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